Seaside General Plan

Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Habitat Conservation
February 17, 2017

Existing General Plan and Policy Review

The purpose of the following worksheet is to highlight areas of the General Plan that could be
added or modified during the General Plan update. The intent of the analysis is not to identify
every solution for the General Plan but to understand the major issues to be addressed by
each element; highlight key state, regional, and local regulations that will be reflected in the
General Plan; and begin to develop additional goals, policies, and implementation actions for
the Plan (in the following section).
What are the major issues, opportunities, and
planning topics to address in this General Plan
element?
New Parks and Recreational Facilities
Park standard ratio
Lack of mini, neighborhood parks in Seaside proper
Need for new parks on former Fort Ord lands
(Campus town and Seaside East)
Regional recreation area in Seaside East
Need for additional recreational facilities, including
multipurpose fields and gyms to meet needs of
current and future population
FORTAG regional trail
Need for community center, indoor recreation, and
gym in new development
Park funding and / or dedication requirements for new
development
Future maintenance of new parks and rec facilities
Existing Parks and Recreational Facilities
ADA improvements for existing park and recreational
facilities
Maintenance of existing Seaside parks (park
conditions)
Lack of adequate resources, people and funding, to
maintain existing parks and facilities
Remainder sites owned by the City
Safety at existing parks
Park Access to:
Existing parks via pedestrian / bicycle connections
ADA and Title 24 improvements for park access
Promote implementation of proposed Class I, II, and III
bikeways shown on the 2011 TAMC Bicycle and
Pedestrian Master Plan.
Coast / beaches / Dunes State Park
Trails and access to the Fort Ord National Monument
Way finding - joint use agreement with state
parks/State Beach
Partnerships and Agreements
Parks in the military areas
Monterey Peninsula Unified School District – joint use
CSUMB – joint use

How well are the topics covered in the
existing General Plan? (select one)
Not
Covered but
Well
covered
updates
covered
needed
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X

X
X

X
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Neighborhood organizations and partnerships with
FOSPA and neighborhood volunteers
Public private-partnerships
Coordinated planning with surrounding jurisdictions
and agencies (cities of Monterey, Sand City, Marina;
BLM, California State Parks
Coordinate with TAMC in the update of the Monterey
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.
Joint-use partnerships with Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District
Partnerships with Land Trusts to maintain and
preserve oak woodlands
Other parks topics
Outdoor exercise equipment in parks
Art in new and existing parks
Park sustainability
Special events – arts, music, cultural events
Urban Forestry
Urban forest with a mix of sustainable species; add to
the ecosystem
Tree canopy cover (increase percentage overtime)
Street tree maintenance and funding
Preservation and protection of viewsheds
Green infrastructure (trees, vegetation, and
landscaping) to meet stormwater needs
Add new trees to existing parks, including fruit trees
Preserve, protect, and manage to support natural
vegetation communities, including sensitive habitats
and species; and special-status species
Inland Creeks, lakes, wetlands
Former Fort Ord lands
Coastal habitat – beachfront areas within City,
including Laguna Grand/Roberts Lake Areas
Protection through open space easements and
buffers, e.g. along the National Monument, through
Seaside East
Coast Live Oak Tree management (also include other
native trees)
Preserve and protect mature trees
Environmental literacy education
Scenic Resource and Night Skies
Adopt a dark skies ordinance to preserve and enhance
the ability to view the night sky, and promote outdoor
lighting standards to achieve this.
Consider commercial signage control for important
viewsheds
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Draft Goal and Policy Ideas

The following section includes an initial set of goal and policy ideas for parks, recreation,
open space, conservation, arts, and historic resources. These are not full policies but initial
ideas based on our conversations with City staff, the community, and the General Plan Task
Force.
Goal 1: Abundant new park and recreational facilities to serve Seaside.
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

Adopt a city-wide park standard ratio.
Increase the number and acreage of mini- and neighborhood parks in areas with low
park levels of service (relates most closely to the neighborhoods including Terrace,
Olympia, Noche Buena, and Rousch).
Encourage innovation in new park design allowing community gardens, urban
agriculture and orchards, paseos, plazas, tot lots, roof-top gardens and other urban
parks and green spaces.
Ensure new park facilities have adequate spaces and equipment for active and passive
recreation as well as public art.
Provide a range of park types and community recreation facilities on former Fort Ord,
including a regional recreation area in Seaside East.
Provide multi-purpose fields and courts and new indoor gyms for Seaside residents
and visitors.
Explore park funding and dedication requirements for new development, including the
addition of park-like features, such as tot lots, paseos, and urban orchard in new
developments.
Require project developers to establish mechanisms, such as a Community Facilities
District, to adequately maintain new parks and recreational facilities.

Goal 2: Natural open space on former Fort Ord lands.
•
•

•
•

Protect and maintain sensitive habitat areas from future development.
In partnership with regional and local agencies, develop active open space corridors
that support natural vegetation communities, scenic vistas, and sensitive habitats
within Seaside East. Open space corridors should connect to formal and informal
trailheads in the National Monument where possible.
Provide an open space buffer consistent with the Base Reuse Plan between future
development in Seaside East and the National Monument.
Participate in regional and federal programs and partnership and in partnerships with
land trusts to seek funding to preserve, maintain, and acquire open space.

Goal 3: Well-maintained, safe parks, recreational facilities, and open spaces.
•

•
•

•

Continue making improvements to existing parks and recreational facilities, including
ADA and Title 24 compliance, upgrading and adding new recreational equipment, and
enhancing park sustainability.
Promote low-maintenance design principles in the renovation and maintenance of
parks and recreation facilities.
Utilize Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) Principles in the
design and renovation of existing parks and open space facilities to improve park
safety.
Provide appropriate lighting and visibility within park facilities while minimizing
adverse impacts to adjacent properties.
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•

Provide the appropriate resources and staffing to improve and maintain existing park
and recreational facilities in Seaside.

Goal 4: Accessible connections to parks, recreational facilities, and open space.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase connectivity between parks and open space through bicycle facilities and
priority pedestrian routes.
Support ADA and Title 24 improvements to improve access to existing parks.
Increase park visibility through signage, wayfinding, and well-marked entry points.
Support implementation of the FORTAG regional trail and coordinate with FORTAG on
trail design and connectivity.
Promote the development of trails within Seaside East to the National Monument.
Improve coastal and beach access from Seaside proper.
Encourage on-site open space, e.g. courtyards, to be connected to streets and other
public spaces through physical access and sightlines.

Goal 5: Partnerships and agreements that improve park access.
•

•
•
•

Maintain joint use agreements with the Monterey Peninsula Unified School District,
CSUMB, the federal government, and Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks District to
allow greater park access.
Strengthen public-private partnerships with groups such as the Friends of Seaside
Parks Association to build and maintain public parks and recreational facilities.
Participate in coordinated regional planning for parks and open space development
and access.
Work with local schools to ensure they have adequate access to green space.

Goal 6: Environmental sustainability and awareness at new and existing park and recreational
facilities.
•
•
•
•

Increase energy and water conservation and efficiency at new existing park and
recreation facilities.
Design future parks to use natural processes to capture, treat, and infiltrate
stormwater.
Promote solid waste diversion at City parks and recreation facilities through recycling
and composting.
Increase of awareness of environmental sustainability practices by highlighting
conservation practices at City facilities.

Goal 7: Abundant urban trees contribute to Seaside’s quality of life and health and wellbeing.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Provide the appropriate resources to maintain and expand the urban forest.
Encourage the maintenance of trees on public and private property.
Require new development to plant and maintain street trees (on both sides of the
street) and trees on private properties.
If feasible, preserve protected tree species, e.g. native oaks during site redevelopment.
Select trees appropriate for each location based on tree heights, canopy coverage,
shading, and maintenance.
Encourage the planting of native, non-invasive, and drought-tolerant landscaping and
trees.
Encourage the planting of edible landscapes and fruit trees, and consider urban
orchards in City parks.
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•
•

Encourage landscape plantings to use tree species native to an area when adjacent to
natural plant communities and habitat management areas.
Manage urban trees to achieve the City’s environmental sustainability goals for water
and energy conservation, stormwater management, and habitat protection.

Goal 8: New development supports the preservation or enhancement of the City’s natural
resources.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cluster new development on former Fort Ord lands.
Require new development adjacent to habitat management areas to minimize new
impervious surface, minimize light pollution, and emphasize native landscaping.
Use low-impact development techniques to improve stormwater quality and reduce
run-off quantity.
Encourage new development to support a diversity of native species and manage
invasive species.
Incorporate wetland features into stormwater control facilities to the extent
practicable.
Incorporate water quality and habitat enhancement in new flood management
facilities.
Explore opportunities for Green Streets, when feasible. When Green Street
demonstration areas are identified, include unobtrusive educational signage.

Goal 9: Protect, conserve and enhance the inherent natural beauty and resources within
Seaside from the Pacific coast to the Fort Ord National Monument.
•

•
•
•

Promote local and regional cooperation and partnership, including the Fort Ord Reuse
Authority and California State Parks, to help protect and manage Seaside’s natural
resources.
Protect the coastal zone west of State Highway 1 from habitat degradation due to
increased access.
Strive to protect and enhance creeks, lakes, and adjacent wetlands by eradicating
non-native vegetation and restoring native vegetation.
Encourage the preservation and management of oak woodland elements in the natural
and built environments within the City and former Fort Ord lands.

Goal 10: Education and awareness programs
•
•
•

Promote environmental literacy classes or urban ecology programs for youth.
Coordinate with partners on this effort.
Ensure Seaside residents have access to information about open space locations.
Promote educational opportunities to emphasize the need to maintain and manage
biological resources to maintain the uniqueness and biodiversity of the former Fort
Ord.

Goal 11: Visible and strong arts and cultural identity in Seaside.
•
•

•

Support opportunities to establish new cultural facilities to meet Seaside’s need for
art, music, and other cultural activities.
Support transformation of vacant or under-utilized properties and buildings for
cultural programs and public spaces for arts-based community programs for
community revitalization.
When feasible, provide space in public facilities for use by local artists, students, and
cultural groups.
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•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Celebrate the gateways to Seaside, the National Monument, and other prominent
destinations by enhancing them with the work of local artists.
Support and host public art exhibits in public open spaces and at community events
such as farmers’ markets and City events.
Recognize the value of music, arts, and culture to Seaside’s quality of life and
economy, supporting cultural tourism as part of an economic development strategy
for the City.
Strengthen alliances between cultural and arts organizations, economic development,
business recruitment, and tourism to promote creative resources and industries.
Allow local artists and cultural groups to operate from residentially-zoned areas.
Promote the creation and/or funding of public art as part of new development and
redevelopment projects.
Embrace a leadership role in facilitating public art and public art partnerships among
City departments, private developers, arts and cultural organizations, schools and
community members.
Promote collaborative and inclusive partnerships with local cultural organizations,
music groups, and community members to continue building a strong arts and cultural
identify in Seaside.
Support a special events policy that bolsters Seaside as a regional leader in cultural,
musical, and historical events.

Goal 12: A strong sense of cultural and historic heritage.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish a known list of cultural and historic resources in the City.
Work with State and Federal agencies, such as California Historical Resources, to help
guide and fund future restoration efforts.
Promote historic places and cultural tourism as an economic development strategy.
Increase historical and cultural facility visibility through signage and wayfinding.
Work with local organizations to continue to document and educate the public about
the history of Seaside.
Continue to memorialize significant people, places, and events in the history of
Seaside through public art and plaques.
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