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Open House Summary  
Seaside City Hall  

440 Harcourt Avenue, Seaside, CA 
August 2, 2016, 4:00PM-8:00PM 

 

On August 2, 2016 from 4:00pm to 8:00pm, the City of Seaside hosted a Seaside 2040 booth 
at the National Night Out celebration. Over 80 people visited the Seaside 2040 booth and 
participated in its interactive activities. All materials were available in English and Spanish, 
and exercises were facilitated in both English and Spanish.  

Community members participated in three interactive activities. The activities allowed 
participants to provide feedback on a preliminary draft vision and series of guiding principles 
for the General Plan (developed based on previous community input), and to identify areas in 
the City where they would like to see more housing, jobs, shopping, parks, and transportation 
improvements. The following sections provides a summary of the results from each activity.  
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Preliminary Draft Vision for the General Plan 
Booth participants were asked to read through the preliminary draft vision statement for the 
General Plan and mark up a large poster containing the vision statement. Participants 
underlined themes they liked and placed stickers next to specific words they liked. 
Participants also identified items missing from the vision, writing them on sticky notes. A 
copy of the General Plan vision is included at the end of the document. 

 

 

The following are common themes and ideas that were highlighted by participants: 

• Diversity. Participants emphasized the words and 
phrases related to diversity, including diverse, social 
diversity, cultural identity, and economically diverse.  
 

• Recreational, open space and nature. Participants highlighted recreational 
opportunities, new parks and open space, and connection to nature. 
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• Youth; education and training. Participants felt very 
strongly about more opportunities for youth. In 
particular, they stressed youth education and training, 
support for high-quality jobs, and more recreational 
opportunities.  
 

• California State University of Monterey Bay (CSUMB) 
 

• Mobility. Participants emphasized a City with better mobility, including better transit 
service and pedestrian and cyclist facilities.  

 

Preliminary Guiding Principles 
This interactive activity allowed participants to review preliminary draft guiding principles and 
to identify their top priority principles. At the station, a ring toss game was arranged with 
eighteen pegs set-up and labeled with each guiding principle. Participants were given three 
rings in total. They were asked to vote for three guiding principles by placing the rings on the 
corresponding peg. Tally counts are provided below. The draft guiding principles are included 
at the end of the document.  
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The following guiding principles were selected most often: 

• A Safe City (32 votes). Participants prioritized a City that promotes safe neighborhoods 
free from violence and crime that have a trusting, collaborative relationship between 
law enforcement and residents.  

• A City with a Range of Housing Options (19 votes) and a City with Affordable Housing 
(12 votes).  Participants emphasized a Seaside with safe, healthy, and affordable 
housing options that meet the needs for multiple generations and incomes.  

• An Inclusive City for All (16 votes) and a City that Celebrates and Learns from its 
History (6 votes). Participants emphasized a Seaside that honors diversity and 
embraces the City’s history as a place where everyone can thrive, regardless of race, 
class, income, age, culture, or sexual orientation. 

• An Active City (15 votes). Participants emphasized a City that provides high-quality, 
safe community and recreational facilities, parks, and open spaces to meet 
recreational and social needs of youth and adults. 
 

Guiding Principle Votes 

1. An Inclusive City for All 16 

2. A City that Celebrates and Learns from its History 6 

3. One City 3 

4. A City where Economic Prosperity Is Shared by All 10 

5. An Economically Diverse City 6 

6. A Safe City 32 

7. A City with a Downtown 10 

8. A City with Distinct and Complete Neighborhoods 2 

9. A City with a Range of Housing Options 19 

10. An Active City 15 

11. A Healthy City 12 

12. A Creative City 9 

13. A Sustainable, Resilient City 7 

14. An Environmentally-Sensitive City 6 

15. A Responsible, Transparent, and Responsive City 9 

16. A City with a Focus on Active Transportation 2 

17. A Destination 3 

18. A City with Affordable Housing  12 
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Neighborhoods 
This activity allowed participants to place stickers on a 
Seaside map to identify where they would like to see 
new housing, shopping, jobs, parks, and transportation 
improvements. The following are some of the 
takeaways the mapping exercise:  

• Participants placed transportation improvement 
stickers on CSUMB, identifying a lack of 
connections between the university and 
Seaside.  

• Participants placed shopping dots around 
CSUMB to highlight a need for more retail and 
services to support a growing student 
population.  

• Participants placed jobs and shopping dots 
along Fremont Boulevard and Broadway Avenue. 

• Participants placed many park, shopping, job, 
and housing dots on Seaside East, identifying 
the area as an opportunity for new growth. 

• Participants placed housing, park, and shopping dots in the Noche Buena, Hannon, Ord 
Grove, and Highland neighborhoods. 
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Preliminary Vision and Guiding Principles 

Vision 
The City of Seaside is economically prosperous, socially just, and culturally rich with healthy 
neighborhoods, vibrant shopping areas, and beautiful open spaces.   

Seaside is a thriving community in which people can live, work, shop, and play in a beautiful 
coastal setting. People are attracted to the City’s small town character, social diversity, cultural 
identify, rich history, and abundant natural resources and open space networks. The City is 
welcoming of all people and strives to be a diverse, peaceful, healthy, and balanced community 
on the Monterey Peninsula. 

Seaside is economically diverse and prosperous with new innovative industries and strong local 
businesses with a vibrant downtown that attracts residents and visitors to the Peninsula. New 
development on former Fort Ord lands supports the regional economy, utilizes California State 
University of Monterey Bay (CSUMB), and provides benefits for all the City’s residents. Education 
and training for youth – the next generation of City leaders – and adults, and support high-
quality job placement opportunities for all residents.  

Seaside is a community with thoughtful, planned growth and well-designed neighborhoods that 
respect and complement the natural environment. A variety of housing, recreational, and 
economic development opportunities are available that clearly identify Seaside as a destination 
on the Monterey Peninsula with access to regional-serving employment, CSUMB and the Fort 
Ord National Monument. A multimodal transportation system supports land uses and mobility 
for all residents. 

Guiding Principles 
Seaside is:  

1. An Inclusive City for All. Seaside honors diversity, embracing the City’s history as a place 
where everyone can thrive, regardless of race, class, income, age, culture, or sexual 
orientation. The people of the City value the diversity of our community and that 
everyone has the opportunity to participate in City government. 

2. A City that Celebrates and Learns from its History. Seaside connects residents and 
visitors to its unique past as a center of the Civil Rights movement and the home of the 
former Fort Ord, the first integrated military base in the country. The City’s rich and 
complex history of civil rights helps define the City’s path forward. 

3. One City. Seaside weaves together existing neighborhoods in Seaside proper with 
military housing areas and new neighborhoods and employment districts on former Fort 
Ord lands to create a single, identifiable City on the Peninsula. New neighborhoods grow 
incrementally over time, connect to the existing circulation network, and relate 
physically and architecturally to adjacent neighborhoods.  

4. A City where Economic Prosperity Is Shared by All. Seaside’s diverse economy allows 
prosperity to be shared by all residents. Residents have access to educational and 
training opportunities to overcome employment barriers. A highly-trained and skilled 
workforce helps attract new businesses to the City. 
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5. An Economically Diverse City. Seaside leverages its unique Peninsula location, proximity 
to Cal State University of Monterey Bay, and the former Fort Ord lands to create new 
job opportunities and support a range of economic sectors. The City supports small, 
local businesses and start-up entrepreneurs. 

6. A Safe City. Seaside promotes safe neighborhoods free from violence and crime that 
have a trusting, collaborative relationship between law enforcement and residents. The 
City fosters safe neighborhoods through good community and environmental design that 
promotes a mix of uses and active streets.  

7. A City with a Downtown. West Broadway is the heart of the City, creating a vibrant, 
walkable downtown with high-quality streetscape design, community gathering spaces, 
and buildings that support pedestrian comfort and safety.  

8. A City with Distinct and Complete Neighborhoods. Seaside’s new and existing 
neighborhoods have distinct identities that help to distinguish them and nurtures a 
sense of pride and belonging among residents. Neighborhoods have housing, amenities, 
and parks and recreational uses. They are clean, attractive, and beautiful. 

9. A City with a Range of Housing Options. Safe and healthy housing options meet the 
needs for multiple generations and incomes. Seaside provides a diversity of housing 
types to serve a broad and diverse community of new and existing residents, allowing 
people and families to transition from one housing type to another as their needs change 
over time, socially and economically.  

10. An Active City. The City provides high-quality, safe community and recreational facilities, 
parks, and open spaces to meet recreational and social needs of youth and adults. 
Seaside residents, workers, and visitors have the opportunity to participate in a broad 
range of recreational and sports activities.  

11. A Healthy City. Seaside makes decisions to support the physical and mental health of 
its residents. The City improves access to healthy food, limits pollution, and increases 
access to health, mental health, and preventive care services. 

12. A Creative City. Seaside embraces the creative culture and the artistic pursuits of our 
community, cultivating the talents and expertise of the Seaside community.  The City 
continues to support cultural events and parades that promote the cultural diversity 
and ecological sustainable ideals of our community.  

13. A Sustainable, Resilient City. Seaside supports innovative programs and policies for 
environmental sustainability and climate change. The City uses cleaner energy, 
conserves water, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions to increase community 
awareness and enhanced resiliency on climate change to highlight the root causes of 
disproportionate climate vulnerability.  

14. An Environmentally-Sensitive City. Seaside stewards natural resources and habitat in 
the City and former Fort Ord area. New development uses land efficiently to protect 
sensitive areas. Native trees are maintained and protected. 

15. A Responsible, Transparent, and Responsive City. Seaside is a Peninsula leader by 
actively working towards its vision, monitoring its actions, and adjusting course. Seaside 
conducts business in an open and transparent way that encourages everyone to 
participate. The City works with residents and organizations to achieve its vision. 

16. A City with a Focus on Active Transportation. Seaside supports a multi-modal 
transportation network that enhances neighborhood connectivity and provides 
opportunities for active transportation and complete streets. New pedestrian and 
bicycle connections and programs will make it easier, more comfortable, and safer for 
residents, workers, and visitors to meet their daily needs and access regional 
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destinations, such as the Fort Ord National Monument, the beach, CSUMB, and adjacent 
communities. 

17. A Destination. Seaside is a regional destination for culture, business, economic 
opportunity, education, and recreation on the Peninsula. The City is home to small, 
unique businesses, music and cultural events, CSUMB and educational institutions, 
corporations, and the Fort Ord National Monument. The City encourages housing, 
services, and amenities that serve Fort Ord National Monument visitors and CSUMB 
students and faculty. 

18. A City with Affordable Housing. Seaside preserves and expands the supply of affordable 
housing opportunities for current and future residents. Site redevelopment results in no 
net loss of affordable housing. The impacts of displacement for residents during 
redevelopment is minimized.  
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